Indiana District of Kiwanis & Riley Hospital for Children:
Highlights of a steadfast history of service
1919 – Kiwanis joined the statewide fundraising effort for Indiana’s first children’s hospital
1924 – Riley Hospital for Children doors open, treating 1,200 children in the first year
1926 – Just two years later, Indiana Kiwanis raised over $200,000 for the 50 bed Kiwanis K-Wing
1958 – Kiwanis Diagnostic & Outpatient Center opens
1970 – $125,000 donated to finance & equip the Rehabilitation Medical Facility
1980’s – Over $500,000 raised for the Trauma Life Center through the Pan Am Games Torch Run
1994 – KIDS for Riley Committee formed (Kiwanis In Direct Support for Riley)
1996 – Funded one of several Kiwanis Mobile Intensive Care Transport Units (MICU)
1999 – Pledged $500,000 for a helipad located on top of the Riley Outpatient Center
2002 – Raised $500,000 for a Riley Surgical Unit
2008 – Nearly $1 million raised in four years for a Family Patient Room & Play Room in the
Simon Family Tower
2009 – Pledged $1 million over four years for “Path to a Cure” Campaign for Diabetes Research
2013 – Began a two-year campaign to raise $450,000 for the Child Life Department at Riley
2015 – Embarked on a four-year, $1 million “3 Wishes: Early Action for Autism” Campaign
2019- Began a four-year, $1 million “Delivering Hope and Health” Campaign

WHAT IS THE KIWANIS CAMPAIGN PROVIDING?
• Have established a Maternal Fetal Medicine
Endowment that continues to grow. Helps
care for moms and babies across the state
• Addresses a critical shortage of Maternal
Fetal Medicine Specialists in the state. Riley
has recruited 11 specialists and a team of
caregivers
• Specialists offer training, education and
support to hospitals and clinics across the
state

Why is MFM
Important?
• An increase of 5 MFMs per
10,000 births lowers the
maternal mortality risk by
27%
• Babies with serious birth
defects have better
outcomes if they are
delivered in the appropriate
level of care
• Indiana has a high infant
mortality rate – have
improved but has a way to
go
• Can develop a prognosis and
prepare families with a
plan prior to birth

Riley Maternity Tower Now Open
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Ja’Khari was eating and taking a
nap in the NICU section of the
tower. He arrived there Sunday
during the move over to the
new tower from IU Health
Methodist Hospital. He’s been
getting lots of rest and is
continuing to eat well and
increase his weight. When he
was born on Nov. 5th he
weighed 3lbs. 2oz, today he is a
content baby who rarely cries
and enjoys being bundled up in
his “baby burrito” blanket.

Success and Stories

Child and mother recently seen in the Fetal Center Clinic. MFM, Neonatalogist and
radiologist met with mom after noticing fetal abnormality. Staff were looking at the
fetal condition and organs but also the amount of amniotic fluid and where the
organs attached. Noticed a defect in the diaphragm and diagnosed congenital
diaphragmatic hernia where the lungs are "squished" together. It can compromise
not only the lungs, but also the heart. Set a plan for delivery including if they
needed clamps on the lungs or to breathe for the patient and a plan to fix the hold
in the diaphragm with surgery. The delivery went well and the child and mom are
both doing great now!

• Families can be
together within just
a few hours even
when their infant is
critically ill

In early November 2021, a dozen moms, 31
babies and 500 volunteers made a big transition.
They moved into the new 116-bed Riley Hospital
for Children Maternity Tower.
Riley Hospital for Children has the largest NICU in
the state and one of only 2 Level 1V NICU's.
Keeps Moms and babies together
Statewide simulation training

Team includes 11 MFM's, 2 fetal
coordinators, 3 perinatal
ambassadors, neonatologists and
dozens of nurses

MIRACLE WALL
Indiana District of Kiwanis is proudly launching a fouryear campaign to complete the Miracle Wall.

Your contribution at the following levels will receive
lasting recognition with a named brick on the donor wall
at Riley Hospital for Children:
• $3,000 individual gift
• $5,000 club gift
• Individual and club level gifts can be paid over 4 years
through October 2023
These unique naming opportunities are only available to
Kiwanis members as special appreciation for 100 years
of support for Riley Hospital.
To make an individual or club level gift, contact:
Melissa Sexton, Riley Children’s Foundation
msexton@rileykids.org
317-759-6946

Mel Sexton
Community Fundraising Events Coordinator
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