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JULY IN THE HOOSIER STATE

As our nation celebrates its 250th year, July invites us to reflect on the communities that have shaped
America — and the service organizations that strengthen them every day. Kiwanis clubs across Indiana
continue that tradition of neighborliness, leadership, and hands-on impact.

Summer is in full swing, and so is Kiwanis energy. From fairs to fundraisers to family events, Hoosier
Kiwanians are showing what service looks like in America's semi-quincentennial year.

July makes us proud. And | am very proud of every one of our Indiana District clubs and members!

June Busted Out All Over with New Members!

Nineteen Indiana clubs reached out and netted at least one or more new members in the month of
June. | have to toss out congrats to Goshen-Maple City, Knute Rockne, Wawasee, Logansport, Lebanon,
Richmond (which hit 100 members!), Greenwood, Evansville-Green River, Historic Newburgh,
Poseyville, Ferdinand, Zionsville/Whitestown, Indianapolis, Broad Ripple, South Central Indiana,
Wabash, Lawrenceburg, Portage, and Valparaiso! These additions account for 30 new members which
will help our district gain fresh ideas and stand a little taller! You all should be very proud! Please don't
stop the momentum.

July may be a busy time for members and potential members, but don't stop reaching out and
hopefully netting at least one!




Stand Tall. Be Strong. Serve Well.

Fun, fellowship, education, tasty food, chuckles, renewal, inspiration, giraffes, and more! That's what |
promise if you attend our Indiana District Convention in Muncie, August 7-9. Go now to indkiw.org and
register!

Helping me add humor to our convention will be Mark Twain. No, really — Mark Twain himself will
enthrall everyone with his folksy outlook on life. He loved children (just read his books!) and was a
devoted cat lover:

"When a man loves cats, | am his friend and comrade, without further introduction."

And I'm positive he has thoughts about giraffes! Best of all, in 1887 Twain met James Whitcomb Riley,
and the two went on lecture tours together. So, you can bet Mr. Twain will have something to say
about his friend J.W. Riley!

In short, which is something you'll never hear a giraffe say, you won't want to miss it! Join me in
Muncie in August!

Please don't forget that you can bring your checks for Riley and Riley Komfort Cart items to Muncie!
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Club Leadership Education (CLE)

CLEs this summer have been well-attended. Of course, we'd love to have EVERYONE attend a CLE, but
we have a good start.

Only two CLE sessions are left for the summer. Information is below. If you are a new or seasoned club
officer, you will learn so much at the in-person CLEs. Please encourage your club officers or any of your
members to attend the one at Kiwanis International on July 11 or at Muncie on August 7.

e July 11,2026 -10:00 am —1:00 pm — Indianapolis @ Kiwanis International, 3636 Woodview Trace

e July 14, 2026 — MEMBERSHIP CHAIRS ONLY — 7:00 pm — 9:30 pm, via Zoom (link sent upon
registration)

e August7,2026 —2:00 pm —5:00 pm — Muncie @ Horizon Convention Center, 401 S. High Street

Please note: The Membership Chair material will be presented ONLY at the Zoom session on July 14th.
Membership Chairs, please register for that session.

Questions?  Please contact Kris Bowers, Leadership Development Coordinator, at
drkristenmbowers@gmail.com

Register at our Indiana website: www.indkiw.org

Indiana District Club July Birthdays
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Governor Sue's June and ICON Wrap-Up

My June was stuffed with "pure Kiwanis goodness" as our friend Brad Boyd says. | helped Terre Haute
celebrate its 106th birthday, attended the Land of Lakes division council meeting followed by a visit to
see giraffes at the Potawatomi Zoo (thanks again, Alice), took part in the Riley KIDS committee
meeting, took myself out to a Reds game with members of the Indiana, Ohio, & KY/TN districts, and
then...



| had the privilege of representing my Rush County club and our Indiana district at the Kiwanis
International Convention in Manila (June 22-28) — a trip that stretched me far beyond my comfort
zone and reminded me just how big and connected our Kiwanis family truly is.

About thirty Hoosier Kiwanians along with some spouses and guests attended. Right here | need to
stop and thank every one of them! We had a terrific show of Indiana District unity. I'm so proud!

As for me, | left Indiana early on Monday, June 22, watching the sunrise as | headed toward the
unknown. After nearly 24 hours of travel, | landed in Manila just in time to see the sun set — without
ever seeing a sunrise or sunset in between. Science stole an entire day from me, but it gave me a story.

Manila in June is no joke: 90 degrees at night, humidity to match, and air so thick it felt like breathing
soup. A shuttle driver told me that March and April are worse! Holy cow.

But by Wednesday, the fun began. | found fellow Hoosier Kiwanians, reconnected with leaders from
other districts, and joined our Indiana group in the hospitality suite as we prepared for former Indiana
Governor Taka Ogata's run for International Trustee. Goody bags, t-shirts, snacks — the whole giraffe
herd was gathering.

The convention officially opened Thursday, giving me time to adjust to the 12-hour time difference. |
enjoyed the lively opening session, working in Taka's campaign booth, and attending an excellent
session on member connections. Somewhere around this point, | discovered Filipino food was... not for
me. Let's just say breakfast (eggs, bacon, toast) became my safe haven, and I'm fairly certain | lost
weight by walking.



Friday brought more convention excitement. | met Kiwanians from around the world — the warmest
by far were from Nepal, who placed a hat on my head and took photos like | was a novelty giraffe
sighting. | collected small gifts from Japan, Nepal, the Philippines, and various candidates, including a
tiny stuffed monkey and origami butterflies. | worked Taka's booth again and attended a great session
on mentoring new clubs. That evening, our district dinner at a BBQ chicken restaurant felt gloriously
American — and delicious. Thank you, Jennifer & Chris Feaster, for arranging the dinner.

Saturday was the House of Delegates, full of color, culture, and celebration. Five candidates ran for
three trustee seats — and Taka won. The other new trustees are Linda Ramsey and Valarie Brown-
Klingelhoefer. A proud day for Indiana Kiwanis. | spent the afternoon shopping for the little ones in my
family, melting in the heat but finding treasures.
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The trip home gave me one last cosmic surprise. On Sunday, June 28, | saw the sunrise in Manila, the
sunset over Tokyo, another sunrise mid-flight, and finally the sunset in Indiana — two sunrises and two
sunsets in one day. A giraffe-worthy neck-stretching experience if there ever was one.

My trip to the Philippines was everything: exhausting, exciting, frustrating, fun, heart-burning, heart-
warming. Conventions always remind me that Kiwanis is bigger than any one club, district, or country.
Everywhere | went, | met family — welcoming, helpful, joyful Kiwanians who share our mission.

Kiwanis truly is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to improving the world one child and one

community at a time. And for one unforgettable week, | got to see and meet that global family up
close.

Yours in service,
Sue Prifogle

Governor, Indiana District of Kiwanis 2025-26



