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LOOKING BACK, STRETCHING FORWARD

As [ begin the final month of my year as your Indiana District Governor, I want you to know what a fulfilling and
humbling experience this year has been for me. I credit that entirely to all of you who welcomed me at your meetings and
greeted me at Indiana Kiwanis events and conferences. We are truly a wonderful, big family — or a tower, as we say in the
giraffe world. A million thanks to all of you.

But the end of a year of leadership should not be sad — and I won’t allow it. It should be celebrated. The smooth
transition to the next leader, in any walk of life, is something to appreciate and embrace.

[ am confident in the leadership that Governor Greg Ayers will bring to Indiana Kiwanis, and I happily pass the gavel
on to Greg.

Our tower stands tall because each of you continues the work with heart and purpose.

Thank you once again for joining me on my giraffe-enhanced journey this year. It has been wonderful fun, and I love
the way so many of you stretched out and embraced the giraffe vibe.

But what about the giraffes? Ohhhh... I can hear you all right now. As the cover of this issue of the Hoosier Kiwanian
shows, the sun is setting on the giraffe as our Indiana District mascot. Like me, the giraffes won’t be gone — they’ll be
repurposed. Those of you who have been following the adventures of Stretch McNekk, Kay Tower, and their nephew Scout in
the Hoosier Kiwanian and on Facebook, keep a weather eye. The cartoon below gives you a glimpse into our bright and fun
future in the Indiana District.

Yours in High-Reaching Kiwanis Service,
Sue Prifogle, 2025-26 Indiana District Governor
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THE 2026 INDIANA DCON: A WEEKEND OF PURE KIWANIS MAGIC IN MUNCIE

If I could bottle the atmosphere of our District Convention in Muncie and hand it to every Kiwanian across
Indiana, I would. The friendship, the laughter, the learning, the music, the food, the energy — it was the kind of
weekend that reminds you exactly why Kiwanis matters. I left feeling proud, grateful, and wishing every member
of our district could have experienced the vibe firsthand.

Our theme this year — Stand Tall. Be Strong. Serve Well. — was woven into every moment of the
weekend. My hope has always been that our members, clubs, divisions, and district feel renewed and supported.
We cannot serve the children of the world unless we ourselves are strong, healthy, and connected. And in Muncie,
you could feel that strength everywhere: in the educational sessions, in the shared meals, in the music, in the
laughter (aided generously by Mark Twain and a few mischievous giraffes), and in the way Kiwanians lifted one
another up.

And yes, for those who follow the ongoing
adventures of my ever-growing giraffe entourage, a
few long-necked friends made the trip to Muncie.
They peeked into sessions, supervised the parade of
checks, and generally kept an eye on things from a
higher vantage point. I'm convinced they added at
least 10% more joy to the weekend.

From the moment attendees arrived, the
tone was set: fun, fellowship, and a whole lot of
Kiwanis spirit. Our keynote — or as he insisted, our
“keyhole” speaker — Mark Twain, brought humor
and heart in equal measure. Educational sessions
were lively, engaging, and packed with ideas clubs
can take home and use immediately. Everywhere
you looked, people were smiling, connecting, and
celebrating the work we do for kids.

Honoring Distinguished Clubs

Immediate Past Governor Al Riggle shared one of the weekend’s proudest moments: recognizing five Indiana
District Kiwanis clubs as Distinguished Clubs for the 2024-25 administrative year. Selected by Past
International President Lee Kuan Yong, these clubs were honored for outstanding service and membership
growth:

Evansville Green River

Highland

Historic Newburgh

Richmond

Wawasee

Each club received a congratulatory letter signed by Lee Kuan Yong, a banner patch, and distinguished pins for
the club president and secretary. As Al said so well, this recognition is a testimony to the service these clubs provide
to the kids in their community — making a difference and giving them the Kiwanis opportunity.

SPIRIT Awards

April was full of enthusiasm across the district, and our SPIRIT Awards celebrated the clubs that showed the
most “spirit” throughout the month. Congratulations to:

Warsaw & Wabash (tie)

Wawasee

Evansville Green River

Your energy is contagious — keep it going! Even the giraffes were impressed, and they’re notoriously hard to
impress unless snacks are involved.




Riley Parade of Checks

One of the most powerful moments of the weekend came during the Riley parade of checks. Thanks to the
generosity of our clubs, we collected nearly $92,000 at convention, bringing the total for my governor’s year to
more than a quarter of a million dollars for Riley Hospital for Children.

All T can say is: Wow. Thank you for showing Indiana what Kiwanis can do when we work together.

Looking Ahead

As we prepare to turn the page to a new administrative year, I'm thrilled to share that Greg Ayers will be your
Indiana District Governor on October 1, with Tom Ford serving as Governor-elect. Our district is in good hands,
and I cannot wait to see what they accomplish.

A Picture-Perfect Convention

I've always believed that pictures paint thousands of words — and this convention proved it. From smiling faces
to service projects to Mark Twain’s antics, the photos capture the joy of our time together. Please enjoy the
snapshots included in this issue and relive the magic with us.

And while you're at it, go ahead and mark your calendars: August 27-28, 2027 — Indiana District
Convention in Fort Wayne. If Muncie was any indication, you won’t want to miss it.

TR
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CELEBRATION PAGE!
We have so much to celebrate as we enter our last month of the Kiwanis year! So, sit back and enjoy.

First, I'd like to congratulate and celebrate the 11 clubs that gained at least one new member (many
gained MORE!) during the month of August! Kudos to Goshen, Maple City; Ft. Wayne; Lafayette; Richmond;
Evansville-Green River; Poseyville; 25+ Members Who Care; Plymouth; Warsaw; Scott County; and Valparaiso!
More hands mean more kids in Indiana and around the world will be helped.

Don’t forget to Reach Out and Net One new member (or more) before the end of September!

Governor Greg, Governor-elect Tom, Johnny Appleseed LtG Bill, Wapahoni LtG Missy, Arrowhead LtG
Eileen, and I all attended the Charter Celebration Night for the new Kiwanis Club of Parlor City in Bluffton! It was
a grand evening as we inducted TWENTY new members into the Indiana Kiwanis family and installed officers

and board members. Plus, the food was pretty good, too.
Congratulations, Parlor City Kiwanis. The town of Bluffton and Wells Co are lucky to have you!

Now it’s YOUR turn! September is here. Have a wonderful end-of-the-Kiwanis-year celebration!

r City Kiwanic Clab Member

Jenna Bowman - President

- s
Kl Wa n . S Josh Shoemaker - Secretary
arlor City Kiwanic Cl

Jessica Shoemaker - Treasurer
Club Scott Mentzer - Membership Chair
Jim Bowman - Board Member
Patty Elwell - Board Member
Rick Elwell - Board Member
Welcome & Call to Order Dan Johnson - Board Member
Appetizers & Fellowship Sandy Garcia - Member
Rick Johnson - Board Member
x Beth McConn - Member
Induction of Charter Members Dayle Mentzer - Member
Installation of Officers Mike Murray - Member
: Sarah Reed ~ Member
Presentation of the Charter Kevin Seaso i Mar b
Inaugural President’s Address Tim Simpson — Member
Rina Stuck - Member
Katherine Turner - Member
Terry - Member
Kiwanis Vision Brad Yates - Member b

Dignitary Introductions

Adjournment
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o September 30Qth

deadline to update rosters ‘ ‘

e October 3rd
District Board meeting
at Riley, 10 am -1 pm.

e March 20, 2027

Mid-Year
(one day only at KI building)

o August 27-28, 2027
DCON Ft. Wayne

And don't forget that
October 2026 is

. RILEY MONTH!

OCTOBER 23-25, 2026
REGISTRATION BEGINS AT3PM

JOIN US FOR A WEEKEND OF

UPCOMING DATES LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT, LIFE- €0
CHANGING EXPERIENCES, AND

LIFETIME FRIENDSHIPS!
Share these dates

with fellow Kiwanians REFLECT.
as well as our Key Club CONNECT.
and other Service Leadership GROW.
Program memobers. SERVE.

y ASTYR - - ™
&Y KIWanis
A C T . & "l\cl" NIYNIARNIA DYICTDICT
INDIANA DIS | RIC

Activities Camp Tecumseh

Team Building Challenge Course 12635 W. Tecumseh Bend Road

Saturday Night Bonfire Brookston, IN 47923
Grow into servant leaders

®
Free time, - Wall climbing, @

LN

hiking, archery, and so much
more!

hdiana Kiwanis' Future Is So Bright.
B e ot ar Sl
> . ¥ AR 4




RILEY K.I.D.S. COMMITTEE UPDATE
ijk‘ SR GOAL: $1,000,000

Riley will soon be home to
Indiana’s FIRST Pediatric

Med/Psych Unit. P , 7% 2

This 11-bed unit will provide

integrated care for children who

need:

¢ Nutritional rehab and

psychiatric treatment for
severe eating disorders.
Medical Stabilization and
psychiatric support following
suicide attempts or self-harm We’re well on our way to reaching ONE MILLION
Management of Chr?r_‘ic By dollars for the Reach Out Indiana Campaign!
acute medical conditions, Kiwanis Clubs are encouraged to continue to host at
such as diabetes, epilepsy, least one Reach Out Indiana Fundraiser annually,
SIS GRITIE TR SRS, raise awareness about the youth mental health crisis

Card'éc isues, while and efforts to solve it, and continue supporting kids
experience a mental health . s
in your local communities!

crisis.
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~ Komfort Kart Updates ~ MAKE A D":FERENCE D-‘O‘

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED '
When volunteers aren’t available, / A Dvo c AT E

the kart can’t provide items to Help support Riley Families through Kiwanis—at the division level or right in your club!

families. Contact Marge to get
started at the contact @ DIVISION ADVOCATE @ CLUB ADVOCATE

Work with the Kiwanis In Direct Support (KIDS) #y COMNMECLION In your club and help

information below. Committes and division clubs to raise swareness supgort Riley Familles In practionl ways

and support the needs of Riley Families

ATTEND SHARE
Marge and Susan would love to Attond K0S Comemtton meetings

4 Umes a year and keep members informed

|
Speak to yRuL clu b PROMOTE SUPPORT TRANSPORTATION
M g C h Share Riey sformatson and opportunities Work with the Transportation Commuttee
arge Crouc

317-557-5478 @ -
marge@margecrouch.com B et ISAMREI IR perttpac
A great next step Ior mose ready to take on a Every club needs a champion to help
The committee and Riley families make a difference for Riley Families!
greatly appreciate your generous
donations and support of this
initiative. To help with inventory
and record keeping, a NEW
donation form is available online.
https://www.indkiw.org/riley-
komfort-kart-donation-form/

with clubs in your division 10 hwlp findd rcdes for Ridey Familes

JRE FOR RILEY FAMILIES! ’




September Safety Store Specials

JHE SAFETY STORE

Open Mon-Fri 9 AM-4 PM in the Riley Outpatient Center

- Swaddle
Bl | . O
B S e
Ll " ac
o O AT Safe Sl v I\
Woodland Friends e KK

Crib Sheet $10 95 o $1500 |

Glow-in-the-Dark Pacifiers

3 PK Extra-Large $14.95 & "~ Color Changing
Burp Cloths 21x10inches === Per Pack of 2 Kid's Nightlight $1 395

L o] Turtle Bath

DIBIoW

\, Toy Organizer
»«g @ §

)“’

5-Piece Klds Baby Teether

Mealtlme Set $1 0.50 $599
: % \g Bath
2 PK Silicone Temp Duck

Adjustable Bibs $171.50 -,$5.50 . $3.75 $19.99

O A

The Safety Store is in partnership with Riley Childrens Health.
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