


LOOKING BACK, STRETCHING FORWARD

As I begin the final month of my year as your Indiana District Governor, I want you to know what a fulfilling and 
humbling experience this year has been for me. I credit that entirely to all of you who welcomed me at your meetings and 
greeted me at Indiana Kiwanis events and conferences. We are truly a wonderful, big family — or a tower, as we say in the 
giraffe world. A million thanks to all of you.

 But the end of a year of leadership should not be sad — and I won’t allow it. It should be celebrated. The smooth 
transition to the next leader, in any walk of life, is something to appreciate and embrace.

 I am confident in the leadership that Governor Greg Ayers will bring to Indiana Kiwanis, and I happily pass the gavel 
on to Greg.

 Our tower stands tall because each of you continues the work with heart and purpose.

 Thank you once again for joining me on my giraffe-enhanced journey this year. It has been wonderful fun, and I love 
the way so many of you stretched out and embraced the giraffe vibe.

 But what about the giraffes? Ohhhh… I can hear you all right now. As the cover of this issue of the Hoosier Kiwanian 
shows, the sun is setting on the giraffe as our Indiana District mascot. Like me, the giraffes won’t be gone — they’ll be 
repurposed. Those of you who have been following the adventures of Stretch McNekk, Kay Tower, and their nephew Scout in 
the Hoosier Kiwanian and on Facebook, keep a weather eye. The cartoon below gives you a glimpse into our bright and fun 
future in the Indiana District.

Yours in High-Reaching Kiwanis Service, 
Sue Prifogle, 2025–26 Indiana District Governor



THE 2026 INDIANA DCON: A WEEKEND OF PURE KIWANIS MAGIC IN MUNCIE

 If I could bottle the atmosphere of our District Convention in Muncie and hand it to every Kiwanian across 
Indiana, I would. The friendship, the laughter, the learning, the music, the food, the energy — it was the kind of 
weekend that reminds you exactly why Kiwanis matters. I left feeling proud, grateful, and wishing every member 
of our district could have experienced the vibe firsthand.

 Our theme this year — Stand Tall. Be Strong. Serve Well. — was woven into every moment of the 
weekend. My hope has always been that our members, clubs, divisions, and district feel renewed and supported. 
We cannot serve the children of the world unless we ourselves are strong, healthy, and connected. And in Muncie, 
you could feel that strength everywhere: in the educational sessions, in the shared meals, in the music, in the 
laughter (aided generously by Mark Twain and a few mischievous giraffes), and in the way Kiwanians lifted one 
another up.

 And yes, for those who follow the ongoing 
adventures of my ever-growing giraffe entourage, a 
few long-necked friends made the trip to Muncie. 
They peeked into sessions, supervised the parade of 
checks, and generally kept an eye on things from a 
higher vantage point. I’m convinced they added at 
least 10% more joy to the weekend.

 From the moment attendees arrived, the 
tone was set: fun, fellowship, and a whole lot of 
Kiwanis spirit. Our keynote — or as he insisted, our 
“keyhole” speaker — Mark Twain, brought humor 
and heart in equal measure. Educational sessions 
were lively, engaging, and packed with ideas clubs 
can take home and use immediately. Everywhere 
you looked, people were smiling, connecting, and 
celebrating the work we do for kids.

Honoring Distinguished Clubs
Immediate Past Governor Al Riggle shared one of the weekend’s proudest moments: recognizing five Indiana 
District Kiwanis clubs as Distinguished Clubs for the 2024–25 administrative year. Selected by Past 
International President Lee Kuan Yong, these clubs were honored for outstanding service and membership 
growth:
Evansville Green River
Highland
Historic Newburgh
Richmond
Wawasee
Each club received a congratulatory letter signed by Lee Kuan Yong, a banner patch, and distinguished pins for 
the club president and secretary. As Al said so well, this recognition is a testimony to the service these clubs provide 
to the kids in their community — making a difference and giving them the Kiwanis opportunity.

SPIRIT Awards
April was full of enthusiasm across the district, and our SPIRIT Awards celebrated the clubs that showed the 
most “spirit” throughout the month. Congratulations to:
Warsaw & Wabash (tie)
Wawasee
Evansville Green River
Your energy is contagious — keep it going! Even the giraffes were impressed, and they’re notoriously hard to 
impress unless snacks are involved.



Riley Parade of Checks
One of the most powerful moments of the weekend came during the Riley parade of checks. Thanks to the 
generosity of our clubs, we collected nearly $92,000 at convention, bringing the total for my governor’s year to 
more than a quarter of a million dollars for Riley Hospital for Children.
All I can say is: Wow. Thank you for showing Indiana what Kiwanis can do when we work together.

Looking Ahead
As we prepare to turn the page to a new administrative year, I’m thrilled to share that Greg Ayers will be your 
Indiana District Governor on October 1, with Tom Ford serving as Governor-elect. Our district is in good hands, 
and I cannot wait to see what they accomplish.

A Picture-Perfect Convention
I’ve always believed that pictures paint thousands of words — and this convention proved it. From smiling faces 
to service projects to Mark Twain’s antics, the photos capture the joy of our time together. Please enjoy the 
snapshots included in this issue and relive the magic with us.

And while you’re at it, go ahead and mark your calendars: August 27–28, 2027 — Indiana District 
Convention in Fort Wayne. If Muncie was any indication, you won’t want to miss it. 



CELEBRATION PAGE!
 We have so much to celebrate as we enter our last month of the Kiwanis year! So, sit back and enjoy.

 First, I’d like to congratulate and celebrate the 11 clubs that gained at least one new member (many 
gained MORE!) during the month of August! Kudos to Goshen, Maple City; Ft. Wayne; Lafayette; Richmond; 
Evansville-Green River; Poseyville; 25+ Members Who Care; Plymouth; Warsaw; Scott County; and Valparaiso!
More hands mean more kids in Indiana and around the world will be helped.

Don’t forget to Reach Out and Net One new member (or more) before the end of September!

 Governor Greg, Governor-elect Tom, Johnny Appleseed LtG Bill, Wapahoni LtG Missy, Arrowhead LtG 
Eileen, and I all attended the Charter Celebration Night for the new Kiwanis Club of Parlor City in Bluffton! It was 
a grand evening as we inducted TWENTY new members into the Indiana Kiwanis family and installed officers 
and board members. Plus, the food was pretty good, too.

Congratulations, Parlor City Kiwanis. The town of Bluffton and Wells Co are lucky to have you! 

 Now it’s YOUR turn! September is here. Have a wonderful end-of-the-Kiwanis-year celebration!



UPCOMING DATES

Share these dates 
with fellow Kiwanians 
as well as our Key Club 

and other Service Leadership 
Program members.






	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8

